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Box No. n Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Claims Nos.; 
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referred to as a irst group") of independent claim 1 and claims 2, 3 referring 
to claim 1, a group of inventions (hereinafter referred to as a ^second group") 
of independent claim 4 and claim 5 referring to claim 4 , and a group of inventions 
(hereinafter referred to as a ^tzhird group") of independent claim 6 and claim 
7 referring to claim 6. 

When the first and second groups are compared, the technical features common 
to the two groups are an indicator lamp having AX a lens for a light-emitting 
element (continued to extra sheet) 

' * I x 1 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 
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for forward projecting light emitted from a light-emitting element 
disposed at the bottom of a lens body and totally reflected from the 
peripheral wall of the lens body" stated in claims 1, 4 and "a convex 
lens portion formed in the central region of the front surface of the 
lens" stated in claims 2, 3, 5. However, these technical features are 
well known as disclosed in, e.g. , document WO 98/57199 Al (TELEDYNE LIGHTING 
AND DISPLAY PRODUCTS, INC.), JP 8-107235 A (Kabushiki Kaisha Aisensu) , 
and JP 2003-263907 A (Asahi Matsushita Denko Kabushiki Kaisha) , 
Therefore, the technical features cannot be considered as special 
technical features within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. 
Between the two groups, there exist no other technical features considered 
as special technical features. Consequently, the two groups are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

When the first and third groups are compared, the technical feature 
common to the two groups is an indicator lamp having "a lens for a 
light-emitting element for forward projecting light emitted from a 
light-emitting element disposed at the bottom of a lens body and totally 
reflected from the lens body" stated in claims 1 , 6. However, the technical 
feature is well known as disclosed in, e.g., the above documents. 
Therefore, the technical feature cannot be considered as a special 
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. 
Between the two groups, there exist no other technical features considered 
as special technical features. Consequently, the two groups are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

When the second and third groups are compared, the technical feature 
common to the two groups is an indicator lamp having u a lens for a 
light-emitting element for forward projecting light emitted from a 
light-emitting element disposed at the bottom of a lens body and totally 
reflected from the lens body" stated claims 4,6. However, the technical 
feature is well known as disclosed in, e.g., the above documents. 
Therefore, the technical feature cannot be considered as a special 
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence* 
Between the two groups, there exist no other technical features considered 
as special technical features. Consequently, the two groups are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

Therefore, since no technical relationship among the first to third 
groups prescribed in PCT Rule 13.2 can be seen, it is obvious that the 
first to third groups do not mutually comply with the requirement of 
unity. 

Further, the invention of independent claim 4 of the second group 
is well known since it is disclosed in, e.g., the above documents. 
Consequently, there exists no technical feature common to claims 4, 5 
considered as a special technical feature. 

Therefore, since no technical relationship among claims 4, 5 of the 
second group prescribed in PCT Rule 13.2 can be seen, it is obvious that 
the two inventions the first to third groups do not comply with the 
requirement of unity 

Consequently, it is concluded that this international application 
contains four inventions lacking unity as listed in items 1 to 4 . 

1. Claims 1-3 

2 . Claim 4 

3. Claim 5 

4. Claims 6-7 
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